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Members of Birmingham Sailing Club gather at the shoreline for some ‘mingling’ time
before the Weeknight Sailing Series launches at 5. A Sunfish sailboat sets the idyllic scene.
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Memorial Day, traditionally signaling the
beginning of lake season on Logan Martin
and Neely Henry, has passed, and we’re
already headed to 4th of July and beyond.
And with the season comes scores of
activities on and around our lakes –
everything from bull riding to fireworks to
weeknight sailing races just for fun.
Bulls on the Lake, you ask? Why yes,
that’s precisely the name of this event that
raises funds for Future Farmers of America,
a program at Pell City High School designed
to engage students in agricultural-related
careers. This show of bucking bulls and rodeo
is held right on the banks of Logan Martin
Lake with its view of the water creating a
scenic backdrop and a memorable experience
along with it.
In Gadsden, the Riverfront Sportsplex is
taking shape on the banks of the Coosa River.
A massive project by the City of Gadsden
and Gadsden State Community College, the
sportsplex is sure to become a recreational
destination point. And we’ll take you on a
tour of what it has to offer in the years to
come – a sportsman’s paradise nestled along
the shoreline.
We’ll go back in time to the beginning of
an iconic restaurant called The Ark, when it
was just that – a water vessel. The Riverside
landmark wasn’t on land it all. Instead, it was
moored offshore to get around those pesky
Prohibition laws in the 1930s. That’s not all
to this restaurant’s story, though. We’ll take
you through the years and its evolution – a
gathering spot for NASCAR, a movie set and
the home of nationally recognized catfish
dinners. And they still serve alcohol, only
this time it’s strictly legal.
On Neely Henry in Ohatchee, you’ll find a

couple’s own lakeside paradise, where they’re
cooking up something special in our In the
Kitchen series. In this popular feature, we
take you inside the kitchen and around the
house of some of the most spectacular homes
on Neely Henry and Logan Martin lakes.
You’ll meet the masters of the kitchen, and
they’ll even share a recipe or two with you –
something to savor long after the reading is
done.
It’s summer at Birmingham Sailing Club,
just below Logan Martin Dam, and that
means plenty of activity going on – even on a
weeknight. The club launched its Weeknight
Fun Races in 2021, and the new tradition
continues. It’s time to unwind, and they do it
in style. Take a peek.
On a more poignant note, we pay special
tribute to Dave Evans Jr. of Greensport, who
passed away earlier this year. His life had
many an experience, but he perhaps will be
best known as the ‘last riverboat man.’ He
and his father operated the final ferry on the
Coosa River before Neely Henry was created.
As always, there’s plenty more in this issue
of LakeLife 24/7 Magazine®. Turn the page
and discover it all
with us.

Carol A. Pappas
Editor
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Birmingham
Sailing Club
launches
weeknight
fun series
for summer
Story by Carol Pappas
Photos by Mackenzie Free
Submitted photos

It’s ‘Hump Day’ night
– middle of the week
with the weekend
clearly in sight.
Weeknights can be a bit on the boring
side, but not here. It’s Wednesday evening to
be precise, and at Birmingham Sailing Club
they’ve discovered a new way to make it over
the hump and have a lot of fun doing it.
By 4:30 p.m., sailors of all sorts – novices,
seasoned pros, kids, parents, all ages – pour
out of the clubhouse perch atop a hillside
overlooking Logan Martin Lake. They rig their
boats, hop aboard and set sail for the starting
lineup of the Weeknight Fun Race Series.
There’s no mistaking this race for a
weekend version at the club. Saturdays and
Sundays are intense as sailors compete for
scores accumulated over the entire year to
crown a club champion.
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Sunset is a highlight of
weeknight sailing

Children join the fun
in this series

Logan Martin & Neely Henry LAKELIFE 24/7 MAGAZINE

9

Quality family time

Wayne Bucher

Sunfish takes to the water
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The only points on Wednesdays are for
participation. Even dogs and guests get
counted during the five-week series. Bring a
dog onboard, that’s a point. Bringing a guest?
That’s a point for the host and the guest.
“The focus behind the Wednesday-night
program is keeping it fun,” said longtime
member David Reich. “It’s all focused on fun.
It’s not a competition at all. We even give
awards to dogs because they participate.”
It is an opportunity for members who are
not experienced to get out there and sail
without worrying about getting in the way of a
serious competitor and hindering their race.
Weeknight races started in 2021 for the
summer, and it was so popular, it returned this
summer. Some couldn’t make it on Wednesday
nights, so the club offers five weeks on
Wednesday, a break, five weeks on Thursday,
another break, and the final five weeks on
Wednesdays again.
During the breaks they hold shorefront
cookouts, a savory recipe for even more fun with
people bringing paddleboards and additional
family, dogs included. It offers them a chance for
gathering around the grill, mingling and getting
to know one another better.
Commodore Stan Graham calls the club
“150 people’s lake house. It’s their waterfront
property.”  With more people working from
home, the weeknight races give them a break,
a chance to enjoy quiet time on the lake, which
sees little traffic on a Wednesday night.
Come the weekend, all of that changes.
Traffic is up all around, and the club’s races
return to their intensity. But for the weeknight
series, “we keep it really lighthearted,” Reich
said. Music emanates from the committee boat.
Kids might take the tiller of their parents’ boat
with Mom or Dad as a crewmember. “Nobody
cares who wins.”

Weeknight Sailing

In the widest part of
the lake, sailboats of
varying sizes set sail
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Reich called the 15 to 20 who participate
in weeknight races “a great mix. A lot of
women come out on Wednesday nights and
quite a lot of kids. They bring friends. They
score one for showing up. If they bring a guest,
they get two points. We score everybody on
board.”
Craig Hennecy of Birmingham, who
started sailing three years ago with his son,
Craig Jr., said weeknights are welcoming to
newcomers. “They feel more comfortable if
they know someone is there to rescue them.”
He enjoys his time at the waterfront club and
honing his skills when he’s out on the water,
making the 45-minute trip to BSC a couple of
times a week. “It’s much less expensive than
buying a lake house, and I made 150 new
friends.”
As for his time on the water, “You try to
get better at it, like a golf swing. When you get
it right, it’s rewarding.
Craig Jr., now 12, is following in his
father’s footsteps, or more accurately, his love
of sailing. He began Junior Camp in 2019 at
the age of nine. As he gained experience, he
started winning races “with this guy,” he said,
pointing to his father. Crewing the boat with
his father on weekends, he said with a playful
smile, “He only wins because of my weight.”
Throughout the summer, you’ll hear
stories like those of the Hennecys – sailing the
open waters, wind at their back and plenty of
laughter. After all, this is Weeknight Fun Races.
Everybody’s welcome – member or not.

Plenty of fun to be had
on the open water

It’s their way of sharing the joys of sailing they already
know firsthand. Come and take a ride on a sailboat. They’ll
accommodate you. Or try your hand at sailing yourself. It’s all
levels coming together for a good time, Reich said. “We like to
give everybody a taste of mid-week sailing.”
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Weekends
Story by Carol Pappas
Submitted photos

at Birmingham Sailing Club
Nearly every weekend of the year, the waters below Birmingham
Sailing Club seem to roil with activity from serious competitors in
different classes, like Flying Scots and Thistles, to better their
standings on a national point system accumulated over the entire
year.
“Every race counts,” said David Reich. “A finish in every race
counts. That’s the reason it’s more competitive.”
Birmingham Sailing Club members continue to make their
names known in the standings. Sally Morris just finished second in
the Dallas Flying Scots Women’s North American Championship.
It’s hard to imagine that the vast expanse of water – the widest
opening on Logan Martin Lake at a mile – was once a skinny river
surrounded by farmland and thick forest 60 years ago.
Sam Caldwell, a thistler from Birmingham, used to take his boat
to Lake Guntersville. In 1962, when Alabama Power Company
planned to dam up the Coosa River near Birmingham to harness
energy for hydroelectric power, Caldwell had a plan of his own.
With an Alabama Power map in hand, he scoured woods,
pastureland and hillsides until he found just the right spot. In 1962,
he and fellow thistler, Herb Hagler, signed an option on land near
where Logan Martin Dam would be built. By December of that
year, the purchase was complete “thanks to the help of fifteen
foolhardy souls willing to pay initiation fees to a sailing club with
no water,” according to the club’s history. Few knew anything about
sailing but bought into the vision.
David Reich’s father was among the charter members, and he
helps carry on the vision and the legacy today. “Those were of the
first ramps on the lake,” he said, motioning toward the dock and
slips. “The first pier was constructed before the lake was here.”
Today, 46 sailing events a year are held there on weekends.
Membership stands at 150. It offers adult learn to sail classes, junior
sailing and fleet racing in Flying Scot, Thistle, J22’s, among others.
There are Sunday afternoon races throughout the year and
one-day regattas once a month during spring and summer months,
as well as invitational regattas that bring in entries from all around
the Southeast.
Its nine acres on a knoll overlooking the lake also features a
clubhouse, fixed and floating docks, parking, paved launching
ramps and a lake swimming area.
Planned is an expanded patio and cooking terrace with a
clubhouse entrance, named for Reich’s father, Harry C. Reich.
The elder Reich was “charter member, past commodore,
visionary, competitor and sportsman,” according to the
architectural rendering description. The Harry C. Reich Memorial
Project is aimed at improving the use and appearance of the BSC
facility and “enhance the entire BSC membership and guest
experience.”
It’s just one more vision on that storied horizon.
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