
 

Birmingham Sailing Club Hornblower                               December 2011 Page 1 

HORNBLOWER 

Birmingham Sailing Club  
One Design Racing on Lake Logan Martin 

December  2011 

/ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΩǎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ /ƭǳōΣ ǿƛǘƘ good turnout 
and skilled race committee work on the water.  There was close racing, white-knuckle 
whitecap racing, and even some drifting.  Each sailor finds a different reward from the sport.  
CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǊŜƴŀƭƛƴŜ ǊǳǎƘ ƻŦ ǘƛƎƘǘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΦ  CƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
well trimmed sails.  But the best thing about the BSC racing program is the sportsmanship and 
ŎƻƳǊŀŘŜǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ  9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǊŀŎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ Ŏƭǳō 
members to share their passion for sailing while enjoying the best view on Lake Logan Martin 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ǇƻǊŎƘΦ 

As Commodore, it was my pleasure to present the 2011 Tom Reich Sportsmanship Award to 
Danny Waters.  The Tom Reich Sportsmanship Trophy is named for Tom Reich, son of Club 
members Marilyn and Harry Reich.  Tom grew up in the Birmingham Sailing Club, crewing with 
his family. He continued sailing in college and was Captain of the National Championship 
Tulane Sailing Team in 1975 and 1976. After working several years in Europe, Tom returned 
home, competing in both the Laser and Thistle fleets.  Tom died in 1986 at the age of 33 of 
Hodgkin's disease.  This trophy stands as a reminder to the Club of those qualities of 
sportsmanship, friendliness and courtesy that Tom exemplified.  Over the years, Danny Waters 
has exemplified these ideals both on and off the water.  The club is lucky to have such a great 
ambassador promoting the Corinthian spirit of sailing. 

Lƴ нллт ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ /ƻƴŘǊŜȅΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ 
service to the club.  It was a pleasure for me to present that award to Kathaleen and Jack 
Rogers, who have provided exceptional service to the club over a number of years.  Kathaleen 
has managed the Junior Program for a number of years.  Jack has helped with both junior 
sailing and the adult learn to sail class. Putting on the junior camp and the Rock Paper Scissors 
Regatta year after yeaǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƧƻōΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ YŀǘƘŀƭŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ 
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ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
deserving of this award. 

!ǎ L ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǘŜǊƳ ŀǎ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΣ ōoard of governors, 
and committee chairs for their service to the club.  They did a great job.  Please make an effort 
ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 
grounds, house, and programs are in great shape thanks to their efforts and those who served 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘŜŀƳΦ 

!ǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ŀǘ .{/Σ LΩƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ 
Commodore, Tate Beckham.  The club will be in good hands. 

Bob Blythe 
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2011 Annual Meeting 

¢ƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ нлмм ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ млΣ нлммΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 
called to order by the commodore, Bob Blythe.  Secretary John Grainger reported that a 
quorum was present.  The membership voted to adopt the minutes of the 2010 annual 
meeting.  Commodore Blythe then recognized the following officers, board members, and 
committee chairs for their service to the club over the past year: 

¶ Vice Commodore   Tate Beckham 

¶ Secretary    John Grainger 

¶ Treasurer    David Coyne 

¶ Past Commodore   Nelson Sharp 

¶ Grounds    Mike Schuster 

¶ House    Fred Smith 

¶ Membership   Sally Morris 

¶ Information Systems  Graham Vaughn 

¶ Education    Danny Waters 

¶ Harbormaster   John McKinnon 

¶ Power Boats    David Coshatt 

¶ Junior Program   Kathaleen Rogers 

¶ DIYRA Representative  Carl Reigart 

¶ GYA Program   David Reich 

¶ Hornblower    Mike & Pauline Neilson 

¶ Webmaster    Loy Vaughn 

¶ Racing Management  Harry Reich 

¶ Entertainment   Laura Graham 
 

Brief summaries of the accomplishments of the various officers and 
chairpersons were presented to the membership.  (These reports may 
be found elsewhere in this issue.)   

There were no nominations from the floor, and the following 
candidates proposed by the nominating committee were elected. 

OFFICERS: 

¶ Commodore    Tate Beckham 

¶ Vice Commodore   Danny Waters 
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¶ Secretary    John Grainger 

¶ Treasurer    David Coyne 
GOVERNORS: 

¶ 3-Year Term    Chris Scott 

¶ 3-Year Term    Jack Rogers 

¶ 2-Year Term    John McKinnon (replacing Danny Waters) 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

2011 Committee Reports  
Education ς Danny Waters 

Two adult Learn to Sail classes were conducted in 2011 with at total of 31 new sailors 
attending. We changed up the agenda a bit this year and hosted the classes at the club. This 
made it more convenient for some Logan Martin area locals to attend. The Spring class was 
held on two consecutive Saturdays in April. Most of the classroom training was done on the 
first Saturday along with a boat rigging demo in the parking lot, followed by some time on the 
water. The second Saturday was devoted primarily to more time on the water so the 
participants could experience different types of boats.  
 
The fall class was held on one weekend in September. This allowed us to once again do most 
of the lectures and the rigging demo on Saturday, along with some actual sailing. Most of the 
participants were able to return on Sunday to crew in the afternoon races or to sail around 
with the spectator fleet.  
 
We were fortunate to have an abundance of BSC Skippers who were willing to volunteer their 
time and boats, and to have Jack Rogers conducting the classes.  
 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлмн ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ to your friends and associates. Look for 

the updated class announcements on the BSC website.  

Membership --Sally Morriss 

Club membership has had a great year. By the end of 2011 we will have added 13 new 
members to our ranks of sailors. Please welcome Chris Bladon (R), Charlie Cowin (A), Andrew 
deRussy (R), Dan Henderson (A), Tommy Tucker (A), Richard Healy (A), Veena Antony (A), 
Kathy O'Krongley (R), Giles and Hillery Perkins (Sp), Barry and Tracy Hambrick (Sp), Rodney 
Holland (A), Eddie Cothran (A), and Lori Helms (A) when you see them at the Club. Also this 
year Tim Rogers upgraded from Associate to Regular membership. The Spousal membership 
for Stan and Donna Graham will become effective January 3, 2012 to welcome in the New 
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Year! A big thank you to all who helped get these members acquainted with sailing and our 
club! Happy Holidays! 
 

House ς Fred Smith 

¶ Roof repaired 

¶ House painted 

¶ Jr barn painted 

¶ GYA building painted 

¶ Misc plumbing and electrical issues resolved 

¶ Large refrigerator repaired 

¶ 3 glass panes replaced 

¶ One random bird evacuated from the house 
 

Harbormaster ς John McKinnon 

¶ Wet slips are occupied by paying members and most members are current with slip 
fees.  

¶ Most wet slip occupants have returned a lease agreement.  

¶ The dry spaces in the South parking have been renumbered with yellow stakes with the 
space number on the left when looking from the road.  

¶ Multiple requests have been sent asking members to put their member numbers on the 
starboard side of their trailer tongue. These requests will continue.  

¶ A map of the BSC club grounds with parking spaces has been placed on the club web site 
under Tour the Club.  

 

Junior Sailing ς Kathaleen Rogers 

Successful Junior Sailing Camp with 25 participants, all associated with club members or 
former members. We would like to thank Jeff Richardson, Adam Young, Rob Garrison, Fred 
Smith, Rachel Harwell, Nice Shindo, Graham Vaughan, the Perkins, Bill North, Simon 
Foweather and many other parents. 

The Junior Lipton team consisting of Hughes Perkins, Will North and Van Rogers participated in 
the annual regatta in Fairhope. The team finished 11th out of 16 boats in both of their races 
and 12th overall (our team did not compete in the third race). We would like to thank Bill 
North and Giles Perkins for their help with transportation and boat rigging. A special thanks to 
Harry and Marilyn Reich for moving the boat from Buccaneer YC to Fairhope YC. Next year's 
race will be held at Southern YC. Juniors interested in participating should contact Van Rogers. 
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The Rock Paper Scissors Regatta continued to grow and maintain its status as the largest 
regatta at the club. This year's regatta had 54 participants racing in Optis, Lasers and 420's. 
The racers came from throughout the Southeast. We had a record 13 participants from BSC in 
the regatta. Next year, the Rock Paper Scissors Regatta will be a US Sailing Junior Olympic 
Sailing Festival, which means that the event will be advertised throughout the country. 

We are very proud of our junior sailors and thank all of the parents who help us with the 
program. 

Race Management ς Harry Reich 

Having just been activated in the last quarter of 2010, this committee has focused on setting 
goals for 2011. 

The primary activity planned will be training of the membership in the conduct of a race so as 
to provide both a safe and enjoyable experience for the Club members when participating in 
Club sponsored races. This will consist of a series of race committee tutorials, a campaign to 
have all members licensed to operate a power boat, and possibly a US Sailing Race 
Management Course. 

Committee members: Harry Reich, Mike Neilson, Michael Papp 

Treasurer - David Coyne 

¶ Moved account to Regions allowing more branches for deposits easing burden on 
treasurer 

¶ Paying many bills using Regions payment center easing the time burden on treasurer 
¶ Current balance as of 12/6/2011 $58,679.92 after all bills paid to date  
¶ Collected almost all outstanding dues from 2009 and 2010 and am sending paper and 

email invoices to try and collect remaining balances 
¶ Have cleaned up membership listing  
¶ Have collected 91% of 2011 dues leaving $7,195.13 remaining to be collected. Sending 

out paper and email notices to remaining members owing money. Thanks to all who 
have paid timely! 

¶ Moving to Quickbooks in January 2012. Will be sending paper invoices with quarterly 
payment stubs along with email notices in January 2012. 
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Annual Financial Statement: 
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2011 Club and Sunday Handicap Champions 

Here is Tate BŜŎƪƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ {unday championships 

Club Champion 

Congratulations to Bob Blythe for winning the Club Championship!    

Congratulations to Rebecca Blythe and Larry Vanhorn for winning the top award for boat & 
crew! 

The 2011 Club Championship Regatta was held on 
November the 17th.  The six BSC skippers that qualified to 
sail in the regatta were Loy Vaughan, Bob Blythe, Tate 
Beckham, Harry Reich, Mike J. Graham and Richard May.  
The skippers all sailed J-22s in a six race series.  After each 
race, the skippers all moved to another J-22.  They would 
eventually sail a race in each of the six J-22s.   

 

Thank you to the J-22 Fleet for hosting the event.  Boat owners, Fred Smith, Bob Blythe, Jim 
tǊƻŎǘƻǊΣ .ƻ {ƳƛǘƘΣ {Ŝŀƴ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜƴǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴκ.ƛƭƭ .ŜǊǊȅΣ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ W-22 and 
most of them were sailing as crew on their own boat.  The J-22 crew members sailed each 
boat with the same competitive enthusiasm as if they were driving the boat. These crew 
members were Rebecca Blythe, Larry Van Horn, Fred Smith, David Coyne, Trent and Kerri 
Richardson, Danny anŘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ²ŀǘŜǊǎΣ WƛƳ tǊƻŎǘƻǊΣ ±ƛƴŎŜ tǊƛƻƭŀΣ {Ŝŀƴ hΩ{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊȅ 
Waldron.  What a great group of sailors who worked very hard to aid the skippers where ever 
possible.   Rebecca and Larry Vanhorn won the top crew award by finishing in the top 3, in all 
six races.   

Thank you to the Race Committee, starting with the PRO Alex Krumdieck, Kim and 
Nelson Sharp, Chris Scott and Adam Young.  They did an outstanding job getting in the full 
slate of 6 races.  Showing great patience, they waited over an hour for the wind to settle down 
to a nice, steady 10-12 from the SSE. This was not a scheduled RC.  They were all volunteers 
and we thank them for their outstanding service to the club. 
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Championship Regatta Results 

Skippers: 

1. Robert Blythe      2-5-2-1-1-3  = 14 
2. Loy Vaughan        1-2-1-6-4-1  = 15 
3. Mike J. Graham  3-1-5-3-3-2  = 17 
4. Tate Beckham     4-4-3-2-6-4  = 23 
5. Harry Reich          5-3-4-5-5-6  = 28 
6. Richard May        6-6-6-4-2-5  = 29 

Boat & Crew: 

1. Boat # 3 ς Rebecca Blythe & Larry Van Horn   3-3-3-1-2-1 = 13 
2. Boat # 2 ς Fred Smith & David Coyne                 1-4-4-4-1-2 = 16 
3. Boat # 4 ςJim Proctor & Vince Priola                  5-1-2-2-4-5 = 19 
4. Boat # 6 ς Sean O Sullivan & Terry Waldron     2-6-1-3-5-4 = 21 
5. Boat #1 ς Trent & Kerri Richardson                    4-2-6-5-3-3 = 23 
6. Boat # 5 ς Danny & Stephen Waters                  6-5-5-6-6-6 = 34 

 

Sunday Handicap Champion 

Congratulations to Loy Vaughan for a clean sweep of the 2011 Handicap Series!   

The Winter Series went from 11/17/10-3/13/11.  We had (7) skippers to qualify by 
sailing (10) races or more.  Loy won the series with a winning percentage of 70.12% in his 
Thistle.  He was followed closely by Richard Scarborough (68.80%) in a Buccaneer and Jack 
wƻƎŜǊǎ όспΦср҈ύ ƛƴ ά{ƴƻǿ ¢ƻŀŘέΣ ŀ {ŀƴǘŀƴŀ ннΦ 

The Spring Series went from 3/27/11-7/10/11.  We had (8) skippers to qualify for 
scoring.  Loy Vaughan took the top spot with a winning percentage of 82.75% in his Thistle.  
Jim Sisson, (77.94%) sailing a Flying Scot came in second, and Richard May (69.23%) rounded 
out the top three in his Thistle. 

The Summer Series covered 7/17/11 ς 10/30/11 and Loy continued his domination.  Loy 
had a winning percentage of 84.61% followed by Jim Sisson (77.51%) and Michael Papp 
(71.29%) sailing his Snipe. 

This year we had a total of (33) Sunday races scheduled and we sailed all but three.  We 
sailed a total of 88 races in those 30 Sundays and had 54 different skippers competing 
throughout the year.  I would like to recognize Jim Sisson for the top attendance award.  Jim 
sailed 56 out of 88 races this year. 
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We had (14) skippers qualify for the Sunday Handicap Championship Series.  They sailed 
(20) races or more, throughout the year.  The top (3) spots would compete in the Club 
Championship Regatta. 

Championship Series Results 

1. Loy Vaughan ς 84.53%   Thistle 
2. Jim Sisson ς 73.13%   Flying Scot 
3. Richard May ς 65.11%   Thistle    
4. Michael Papp ς 64.81%   Snipe 
5. Harry Reich ς 61%   Thistle 

 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŀŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
race program without the participation of the club as a whole.  The Sunday Handicap 
Championship Series is a big part of our racing program and I hope that next year we can get 
more participation from the membership, both on and off the water. 
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Annual Party 2011 

 

              

               

 


