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Racing Rules of Sailing:  
Review and Update 2005-2008 
Saturday, January 29, 2005 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Marshall Conference Center 
802 11th Street South, on UAB’s campus 
Behind Medical Center Best Western 
 
The Racing Rules of Sailing are revised every 4 years (during 
the Olympic year).  This seminar presented by Mike Neilson 
will review the rules and discuss the changes made. 
Coffee, tea and donuts will be served. 
 
Sponsored by the Birmingham Sailing Club. 
 
Pre-registration is required.  Call Pauline Neilson at 205 591-
8683 by Friday, January 24 to register. 
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Santa parked his sleigh 

and came by boat to the 
BSC Holiday party on 
December 5th. 
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Van Rogers and Joe Hart competed in the 2004 

Tennessee State Optimist Championship.  Joe finished 
2nd in the Gold Fleet and Van finished 1st in the Silver 
Fleet. 

�

A note of Thanks: 

I very much appreciate the get-well cards, E-mails, and calls I 
received from BSC members during my ongoing recovery from 
surgery. 

--Bill Berry 
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Last weekend, five Triton Sailors and coach Scott 
Norman traveled to Boston for the Atlantic Coast 
Dinghy Championship.  Eighteen of the nation's 
best co-ed college sailing teams battled the snow 
and 20-30 degree weather in what many consider to 
be "the ICSA Fall National Championship."  On 
Saturday morning, the Tritons arrived to the MIT 
boathouse early to clear the snow and chip the ice 
from inside of the boats. 
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2004 Great Pumpkin 
Place Skipper 

1 P Abdulleh 
2 G Griffin 
3 M Lenkeit 
4 S Murphy 
5 S Griffin 
6 L Vaughan 
7 J Bright 
8 B McCormack 
9 B Anderson 

10 K Obst 
11 J Binnings 
12 H Reich 
13 D DeCamp 
14 T Weir 
15 J Mahoney 
16 C Bright 
17 J Garner 
18 R May 
19 T Glenn 
20 M Schuster 
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2004 Fleet 110 
Standing 
  
Skipper Points 
J Binnings 45 
D Reich 34 
L Vaughan 33 
P Reich 24 
K Smith 18 
D Hart 17 
M Schuster 17 
R May 15 
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C Bright 14 
H Reich 11 
Pete 7 
T Brown 5 
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The Fleet heads upwind in the final Long distance race of the year. 
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The final Distance Race of the year on November 13 was 
sailed under skies that threatened rain but delivered steady 
winds instead.  The fleet included J/22s, Flying Scots, and 
Cruisers.  New members Jim Delk and Jim Proctor, each 
sailed family members as crew.  Sam Yelverton also made it 
out in his Pearson 26. 

 
The wind direction was almost perfect, allowing the race 

committee to set a long windward leg up river.  The good 
breeze got the fleet off the water earlier than expected and 
everyone enjoyed Michael Papps homemade pizzas.  John 
Acton took first place, followed by Bob Blythe and Jim Delk.��
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 � � � � � 	 � �� � � �� � � � �� �� � Sean Clare made the trip from 
Nashville and won the J/22 Fleet.  There was some interesting 
racing on Saturday with pretty good wind all day.  In race #3 
the wind really kicked up making for an exciting downwind 
run.  With the good breeze, the race committee got off a fourth 
race and everyone headed in to enjoy the Mount Gay Rum 
punch, followed by a charity auction that raised money for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Dinner was from the 
Irondale Cafe.  Thankfully the wind on Sunday held off just 
long enough to get in 2 races in light breeze. 

Four J/22s participated in the October 3 Fleet day, but rainy 
weather hampered the remaining J/22 Series events, resulting 
in no racing on November 21 and December 5.  ; � � � � � � � � �� � �
� �	 � ��-6� � �( � ���/ � � �� � �/ �� 	 � �	 
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Rank Skipper Total Points 

1 Smith, Fred 51 

2 Blythe 38 

3 Priola 28 

4 Berry 26 

5 Smith, Bo 20 

6 Killion 18 

7 Proctor 15 
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The J/22 fleet joined the Snipe fleet at the home of Paulette 
and Sam Yelverton on December 10 for their annual Holiday 
Party.  Everyone enjoyed the good food and company.  Prior 
to the “Pirate’s Booty”  gift exchange, the new fleet 
championship perpetual trophy was presented to Fred Smith.  
The trophy base was donated by fleet members Bill Berry and 
Bo Smith and will be inscribed with the names of future J/22 
fleet champions. The trophy also contains the names of past 
fleet champions: Fred Smith and Vincent Priola.  As fleet 
captain, I was presented with a Loos tension gauge and a copy 
of Understanding the Racing Rules of Sailing by Dave Perry 
from the fleets skippers.  I’d like to thank the skippers for this 
kind gift and for their participation throughout the year. 
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Alabama Boating Basics 

Saturday, February 5, 2005 

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Marshall Conference Center 

802 11th Street South, on UAB’s campus 

Behind Medical Center Best Western 

Sponsored by the Birmingham Sailing Club. 

Taught by the Alabama Marine Police, successful completion 
of this class requires passing the test administered at the end 
of the class.  This qualifies you to obtain the Alabama Boat 
Operators Certification, which is required to operate a motor 
vessel on Alabama waters. 

For members of the Birmingham Sailing Club, Race Committee 
duties may require you to drive one of the Club’s safety boats 
or pontoon boats.  It is your responsibility to obtain the Boat 
Operator’s Certification. 

This class is open to individuals 12 years of age and older. 

A $10.00 fee will be collected to cover the costs of morning 
and afternoon coffee, soft drinks and snacks and lunch to be 
ordered from Subway. 

Pre-registration is required.  Call Pauline Neilson at 205 
591-8683 by Friday, January 28 to register. 

�

�

Need crew? 

Want to crew? 

Check out the available crew list on the website.  Go to 
www.birminghamsailingclub.org and click on Racing 

Program. 

To add your name to the list, email 
webmaster@birminghamsailingclub.org 

or call Mike Neilson, 591-8683.�
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