
 
 

 
 

CCOOMMMMOODDOORREE’’SS  CCOOMMMMEENNTTSS  
Your Board of Governors is hard at work preparing the budget for 2004.  In the next several months a committee w ill be examining 

the scoring rules for the three Club championships and another committee w ill be reviewing the By-Laws in particular regarding 
Associate membership.  If you have input on these issues or would li ke to serve on one of the committees, please contact me at 
commodore@birminghamsaili ngclub.org or 591-8683. 

The adult education program under the leadership of Kent Irw in is underway for 2004.  Seven BSC members are enroll ed in 
Beginning Sail boat Racing taught by Mike Neil son.  In their first Saturday on the  water they practiced starts over and over and 
learned how to determine the favored end of the li ne.  The Alabama Boating Basics class taught by Alabama Marine Poli ce Off icer 
Don Nowland on February 28 had 15 sail ors registered.  The next Learn to Sail course starts April 21 w ith four Wednesday evening 
lectures held on the UA B campus and two Saturdays at BSC on the water.  For further information and registration forms, go to 
www .birminghamsaili ngclub.org.  Pre-registration is required by April 12. 

The Optimist Learn to Sail Program for juniors ages 7-14 opens their 2004 schedule w ith a Spring Fli ng Regatta and Cli nic March 
26-28.  Junior Saili ng Coordinator Dianne Hart has set a busy schedule of cli nics, camps and racing for our BSC juniors.  More info on 
the website and in this issue. 

Vice Commodore Richard May has done a great job of scheduli ng racing for 2004.  You should have received your Racing Schedule 
and Race Committee Assignments in the mail a few w eeks ago.  If not, go to the members pages on the website.  Many hardy sail ors 
have already been out racing on cold February Sundays.  Come on out, pump up your trail er tires, pull off your boat cover and put 

that boat in the water.  Saili ng is wonderful therapy for the stresses of the 
week. 

BSC members have represented us well at the annual meetings of DIYRA 
and GYA and are looking out for our interests in these regional saili ng 
associations.  Two members are planning to attend the U.S. Saili ng Race 
Off icer Training course at the Atlanta Yacht Club in early March. 

All of my appointments are complete except Club Scorer.  This is such an 
important job in our racing program.  Anyone willi ng to volunteer their 
services should contact me immediately. 

It seems li ke we get several membership inquiries every week.  These 
prospective members need to be invited out to see our fabulous facili ties, meet 
Board members, obtain commitments for letters of reference, be taken out to 
sail and/ or race and generall y to be mentored in the processes of learning to 
sail / race and selecting/ buying the appropriate boat for them.  An organized 
mentoring program is on my to-do li st.  If you would be interested in running 
such a program or in mentoring one of our current prospective members, 
please contact me. 

The Caldwell Cup is Saturday, March 20 and is once again a members only 
event.  It is always an important day of fell owship for our members.  Come on 
out and race or just come to dinner, greet old friends and meet new ones.  
Detail s later. 

See you on the water.  Pauli ne 
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2004 CLUB OFFICERS AND 
COMM ITTEES 

Commodore  Pauli ne Neil son 

Vice Commodore Richard May 

Secretary  Bill Berry 

Treasurer  Jim Sisson 

Past Commodore Harry Reich 

 

Racing   Richard May 

Boats   Terry Wald ron 

Entertainment  Mike Papp 

Finance   Bill Berry 

Grounds and Docks Fred (Bo) Smith 

Harbormaster  Rick Scarborough 

Hornblower  Bob Blythe 

House   Chris Killi on 

Junior Saili ng  Dianne Hart 

Membership  Dick Pyburn 

Education  Kent Irw in 

GYA   Kent Irw in 

DIYRA   Dianne Hart 

Needed:  Club Scorer----- Contact Pauli ne, 
Commodore@birminghamsaili ngclub.org 
591-8683 
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RRAACCIINNGG  RREEPPOORRTT  
Richard May— 

Racing has gotten off to a great start. We've raced every 
Sunday but one. When will we ever see 5 Sundays again in 
February? Probably not again in our li fetimes. The fleets are 
gett ing good participation on their fleet days and there seems 
to always be a J22 in the water. The weather is gett ing better 
so come on out. 

Race committee attendance has also been great. I 
understand we had a full crew on February 15th - the Sunday 
it was in the low 40s w ith rain. Thanks guys - nothing 
happens w ithout you! 

Look for the usual Sunday racing in March. Distance Race #1 
is on the 6th and the Caldwell Cup on the 20th. No Sunday 
racing on the 21st. See you at the lake. 

 

‘‘OONN  TTHHEE  RROOAADD  AAGGAAIINN ’’——  
NNEEWW  OORRLLEEAANNSS    ----      JJ//2222  MM IIDD  WWIINNTTEERR  

CCHHAAMM PPIIOONNSSHHIIPP      
Vice Commodore Richard May contributed this account of the J/22 
Mid Winter Championship held in New Orleans.   If you’d li ke to 
share stories of your road trip, please send them to: 
hornblower@birminghamsaili ngclub.org 
 

Vincent Priola, his son, Vincent, Jr., and I sail ed in the J22 
Midwinters held i n New Orleans on Lake Ponchartrain. 
Southern Yacht Club hosted the event and put on a great 
show. There were 67 boats and some of the top sail ors in the 
nation saili ng. 

We left early on Thursday morning and stopped in a service 
station just outside New Orleans. The w ind was whipping the 
American flag, it was cold , and the service station was selli ng 
hard li quor where the candy bars are usuall y di splayed. We 
knew w e were in for a chall enging weekend.  The first shape 
on Friday was at 9:25. The w ind was 15-20 and there was 
plenty of chop. None of us had sail ed much in the last two 
months so it took a whil e to get our sea legs. Vincent had 
sail ed in this race two previous times so he kept his crew 
from total panic. Vincent, Jr. handled the foredeck whil e I was 
middle. At the start of the first race, we got jammed up near 
the committee boat and played bumper boats. On the upwind 
leg we hit a huge wave. Vincent, Jr. took a full body blow of 
cold water. He looked around at me with a big grin on his 
face and I knew w e were going to have some fun saili ng. 

The next two races are a blur. We got better starts and 
sett led into our routines. We picked out our competition and 
worked hard to beat them. True, we finished closer to the 
bottom than the top but the competition there was just as 
intense. 

Saturday the weather was just as cold and w indy, but w ith 
rain. [Editor’s note: Reports are that Richard’s BSC fleece jacket 
kept him warm and toasty.] The first race was uneventful. The 

second and what turned out to be the last race of the regatta, 
was probably our best and our worse. Vincent was gett ing 
more and more aggressive on the starts. After a couple of 
general recall s we were off . On our first downwind leg we 
had a great run and picked up about 10 boats. However whil e 
taking down the chute, the head fell i n the water and the sail 
was sucked under the boat. I felt sick but to Vincent's credi t 
he ralli ed us to keep saili ng. Even with no spinnaker on our 
second run we had our best finish-- or so we thought. It 
seems on the start we were over the li ne w ith less than a 
minute to go before the gun so were penali zed to the back of 
the fleet. Due to the weather the third race was canceled.  
Sunday the w ind was blowing 30 so all races were canceled 
and we headed home early. 

I would need another article to describe the parties after 
each event.  We met people from Toronto, South Africa and 
Youngstown, New York. I came home with about 10 pounds 
of Mardi Gras beads and good memories of saili ng w ith 
Vincent and Vincent.  

--Richard May 

BBSSCC  MM EERRCCHHAANNDDIISSEE  SSAALLEESS  

SSUUPPPPOORRTT  GGYYAA  PPRROOGGRRAAMM ::  
 

Thanks to all our supporters of the GYA program who have 
purchased BSC merchandise.  Not only do you get some great 
stuff to wear or tote your gear around in, you help promote 
saili ng at our club.  At the suggestion of Peter Reich we have 
the foll owing pictures displaying BSC fleece jackets on 
location.  Your pictures w ith BSC merchandise are also 
welcome on “ location” or even saili ng. 

Until Richard May purchased his BSC fleece jacket his li fe 
was pretty dull .  Now look at Richard, he is elected Vice 
Commodore at BSC, sail s in New Orleans, and spots his old 
buddy Elvis Presley at the GYA A nnual meeting. 

BSC Vice Commodore, Richard M ay (Lef t), discusses 
fashion and saili ng wit h Elvis at the GYA annual meeti ng. 
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THE ZEN of NAPPING :  Wit h his BSC Fleece jacket Kent 
Ir win snoozes on a rock ledge on Cathedral Rock in Sedona, 
AZ this December. Kent has cli mbed to new heights af ter 
purchasing his BSC jacket!  
 

For information about the new Spring line of BSC 
merchandise, please visit the website. 

 

GGYYAA  CCAAPPDDEEVVIIEELLLLEE  NNEEWWSS::  
Kent Irw in— 

We are off to an enthusiastic start in 2004 with many people 
planning their Capdeviell e events.  GYA coordinator Kent 
Irw in has been contacting members at large to skipper and or 
crew for events on the Gulf Coast.  The Capdeviell e events are 
a great time to sail w ith your fell ow BSC members at some of 
the best saili ng venues in the country.  When there is li tt le to 
no w ind this summ er on the lake, these sail ors w ill be saili ng 
in steady sea breezes.  Experience is not a prerequisite; a 
passion for saili ng is requested. Please contact Kent Irw in for 
more information or go to the GYA web site at www .GYA.org 
. 

BBSSCC  WWOOMM EENN  OORRGGAANNIIZZEE  FFOORR  BBSSCC  FFIIRRSSTT  

KKNNOOSSTT  RREEGGAATTTTAA::  
Kent Irw in— 

BSC women have begun to organize the first ever BSC team 
to sail  i n a Knost event.  This is an all female crew event at 
PCYC August 7-8.  We have several women excited to be 
saili ng w ith just women on this team.  To sail one has to be a 
BSC member for 30 days and over age 12. Three or four can 
sail at a time and there is no weight li mit. A team captain has 
not been picked.  Until then contact Kent Irw in for more 
information. 

JJUUNNIIOORRSS  BBEEGGIINN  TTEEAAMM   SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN  FFOORR  

JJUUNNIIOORR  LLIIPPTTOONN ::  
Kent Irw in— 

We are so excited that BSC will be sending our first junior 
team to BWYC on July 24-25.  If you are under 18 and want to 
have a blast saili ng this event w ith no adults on board contact 
Dianne Hart or Kent Irw in. 

 

 

 

 

 

SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY 

The last Clean-up Day was such a great success that we have 
scheduled another for APRIL 24-SATURDAY! 

Same format - come to the Club at anytime beginning at 8 am 
- we need morning and afternoon shifts – lunch will be served. 

Bring chain saws, brush clearing tools, yard tools, and work 
gloves 

A list of jobs will be posted at the Club House – among the 
fun items on the agenda will be: filli ng the mega dumpster with 
old docks, brush, junk, etc.; digging ditches; spreading gravel 
and rocks on the shoreline; planting flowers around the Club 
House; erecting new road sign; replacing playground 
euipment……… 

We had forty at the last work day, and the results were 
absolutely amazing.  ….we should have even more on a nice 
Spring Day, and finish up some needed work so the Club 
grounds are in mint condition for the summer crowds.  Contact 
Bo Smith lat33N@aol.com, or Harry Reich 
harryreich@msn.com, to reserve a choice job, or to volunteer to 
help prepare lunch. 

Bo Smith, Grounds Committee 

If you have photos of sailing action please send 
them in JPG format to: 

hornblower@birminghamsailingclub.org 
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SSCCOOTTCCRRIIPPTTSS          FFLLYYIINN GG  SSCCOOTT    
FFLLEEEETT  111188  NN EEWWSS          MMAARRCCHH  22000044  

Dave Whikehart--  
There was a fleet meeting on Saturday, Feb. 21 at Harry 

Reich’s house to meet new members and di scuss plans for the 
coming year. After some deli cious homemade soups, salads 
and desserts provided by fleet members and their spouses, 
members assembled to hear Commodore Pauli ne Neil son 
explain the importance of f leet participation in the club’s 
activities. Kent Irw in came to recruit and promote Scot racing 
in GYA events this year. Dave Whikehart, as fleet captain, 
brought along a survey to determine interest in racing and 
rigging seminars. He also offered newer fleet members the 
opportunity to crew w ith more experienced sail ors or to have 
these sail ors come along on races to coach the newer members 
in races. Everyone was grateful to Harry and Maril yn as 
being such gracious hosts for a wonderful evening.  

If You M issed the M eeti ng Dave would li ke you to call him 
and get fill ed in on the events planned for the summ er at 822-
0740. He would li ke to involve as many fleet members as 
possible in fleet activities. 

About Scotscripts--  Scotscripts is a newsletter for fleet 118 
members and w ill appear in both the Hornblower and in the 
BSC Website. It w ill contain information for our local fleet 
and i ts activities at BSC. That w ill i nclude everything from 
how to be first on the starting li ne to “ I got to leave town and 
I want to sell my boat” . Please call Dave if you have anything 
to contribute/ enter into the newsletter. 

Upcoming events--There are two regattas in March of 
interest to fleet members: 

Long Distance Regatta…….March 6 

Caldwell Cup……………M arch 20 

The Caldwell Cup, in particular, is our premier regatta in 
honor of BSC’s founder, Sam Caldwell . It is on Dave’s highly 
recommended li st. There is usuall y free food associated w ith 
this one too. Try to come out. 

Starti ng on the li ne--Gett ing in there and mixing it up on 
the starting li ne is often a fearful thing for new competitors. 
However, this is the one place where one needs to become 
accompli shed so that you don’t fall behind early in the game. 
This activity has become a bit more user friendly since the 
racing rules changed a few years back (I’ll explain that in a 
later article). One begins by “ casing out the joint” to find the 
favored end of the li ne (the side that’s going to get you to the 
1st mark by going the shortest di stance). The trick is to point 
your boat into the w ind from both starboard and port tacks 
and see which tack points you the closest to the mark…that 
w ill be your answer. If starboard tack is closer then you w ill 
start your race close to the committee boat, if port tack then 
you w ill start close to the pin. [to be continued]. 

TTHHIISSTTLLEE  FFLLEEEETT  ##111100  
Jim Binnings--  

The thistle fleet hopes to have a big year in 2004. All we 
need is a break in the weather and some warmer 
temperatures. The thistle fleet is going to break the fleet up 
into an 

�

A
�

 and 
�

B
�

 fleet on the One Days and local regattas 
this year to tighten up the fleet and encourage some good 
saili ng from the back of the pack to the front. A ll we need is at 
least six thistles on the starting li ne. Fleet 110 is also going to 
use the high point scoring system and score thistles on fleet 
days, one days, and our local regattas. At the end of the year 
the fleet w ill crown a champion and we will award our new 
perpetual trophy. So, clean up your boat, raise the sail s, and 
let

�

s go thistli ng. 

See You at the Windward Mark 

SSNNIIPPEE  FFLLEEEETT  ##882288  
Michael Papp-- 

It's gett ing to be that time of year when you need to get 
your boat uncovered and cleaned, put some air in the trail er 
tires, and get that boat out on the lake. This is a great time of 
year to get out on the lake. When I am asked why I moved 
from Cleveland to Alabama, all I have to do is look at this 
Christmas Greeting from Snipe Fleet 747 in Cleveland, and I 
have no problem coming up w ith an answer. 

 

There are several SCIRA events in the South East this 
spring. For more information, see the SCIRA US web site at 
http:// www .snipeus.org. 

Comodoro Rasco- Coconut Grove Saili ng Club- Feb. 7-8 
Clearwater Midwinters- Clearwater Yacht Club- Mar. 13-16 
Don-Q Rum Keg- Coconut Grove Saili ng Club- Mar. 19-21 
Bacardi -Gambli n --Royal Nassau Saili ng Club- Mar. 24-27 
Atlanta Yacht Club-Open - April 24-25 

See you out on the lake. 
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JJ//2222  FFLLEEEETT  ##1144    
Bob Blythe-- 

The New Year looks bright for the J/ 22 fleet at BSC, w ith 
great participation every Sunday so far.  Our Spring Series 
got underway February 1, and Fred Smith is the early leader.   
Our Fleet day is now the first Sunday of each month, and 
we're paired w ith the Thistle fleet.  This should add up to 
some exciting action, since they are also conducting a fleet 
series.  Look for some hot action on the starting li ne w ith both 
fleets looking to score series points!  Here's the remainder of 
the Spring Series: 

#2 March 7  Sunday Races– J/ 22 fleet day  
#3        March 20                Caldwell Cup– One Day  
#4        April 3                    J/ 22 One Day Regatta  
#5 April 4                    Sunday Races–J/ 22 fleet day  
#6      April 17-18            Ironman Regatta (2 Day)  
#7        May 2                     Sunday Races–J/ 22 fleet day  
#8        May 15                 Maiden Race One Day   
 #9        June 6                     Sunday Races–J/ 22 fleet day  
#10      July 3                      Bring the Famil y One Day 

The J/ 22 South East District Series has a new format.  There 
w ill be six regattas, including the Ironman and Leukemia Cup 
at BSC.  With two regattas each in Atlanta and Nashvill e, this 
is a great year to hit the road.  First up is the Force Five 
Regatta in Nashvill e, March 27-28. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need crew?  
Want to crew? 
 
Check out the available crew list on the 
website.  Go to www.birminghamsailingclub.org 
and click on Racing Program. 
 
To add your name to the list, email 
webmaster@birminghamsailingclub.org or call 
Mike Neilson, 591-8683. 

Learn to Sail - 2004 

Ages 15 and up 
 
Wednesday, April 21, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
Wednesday, April 28, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 5, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
Saturday, May 8, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Wednesday, May 12, 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
Saturday, May 15, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 
For BSC members and their guests 
Cost $50 per person (including book) 

Wednesday classes: Marshall Conference Center, 802 11th St. South, behind Medical Center Best Western.   
Saturday classes: Birmingham Sailing Club, Logan Martin Lake, Pell City. 
 
This course is for non-sailors and novice sailors who want to learn how to sail a dinghy under lake conditions.  The Wednesday night 
classroom sessions will cover sailing basics and safety.  Saturday classes at the Birmingham Sailing Club will be hands on --- in a boat --- 
on the water.  Class members will have the opportunity to crew in a race in the last class.  This course is taught by BSC members who are 
U.S. Sailing certified instructors. 

 
Pre-registration required by April 12 – registration forms at www.birminghamsailingclub.org/learntosail.htm 
 
Questions?  Contact:     Mike Neilson, 591-8683, mike@mikeneilson.com or 
Kent Irwin, 870-1575, education@birminghamsailingclub.org or 
Pauline Neilson, 591-8683, commodore@birminghamsailingclub.org

MARINE SAFETY COURSE HELD ON 
FEBRUARY 28 AT BSC CLUB HOUSE 

 
Sixteen members and their families 
attended this year’s Marine Safety Course.  
Many thanks to Don Nowlen, Marine Police 
Officer for Logan Martin Lake.  Don came 
with videos, booklets, props and 17 years 
of stories.  His stories were by far the most 
entertaining. Many thanks to visitor Don 
Strickland for keeping the fire stoked all 
day.   
 

The members of the Birmingham 
Saili ng Club express their 
deepest sympathy to Rick 
Scarborough on the passing of 
his father, Bill Scarborough. 
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Spring Fli ng Jr. Regatta/Cli nic 
M arch 26, 27 & 28 

Bi rmingham Saili ng Club 
 

BBSSCC  JJUUNNIIOORRSS  HHAAVVEE  AA  GGRREEAATT  CCAALLEENNDDAARR  OOFF  EEVVEENNTTSS  PPLLAANNNNEEDD  FFOORR  22000044!!   
Dianne  Hart-- 

With our great new Junior Facilit y gett ing on and off the 
water and putt ing the boats up w ill be so much quicker and 
keep our club boats in much better shape.  We have 5 great 
ways to learn to sail , improve your saili ng, learn to race and 
have fun on and off the water w ith a great group of Junior 
Sail ors.  The f ive opportun iti es include 3 day  Spring Cli nic, 3 
day Junior Summ er Camp, 3 Junior Sundays, and lots of great 
travel regattas close to our area and new this year the BSC 
Junior Lipton Team (for those 13 -18).  Talk to the Juniors who 
did travel last year and they w ill tell you what a great 
experience they had meeting new people, learning from new 
instructors and saili ng in a di fferent location.  I hope that each 
of you w ill find a way to participate this year.  The more you 
participate the more you learn and the more fun you w ill 
have w ith the great sport of saili ng. 

BSC will host the Spring Fli ng Regatta /Cli nic the last 
weekend of spring break so mark your calendars and plan 
those spring break trips early in the week so you w ill be back 
in time for this great event.  We will have John Gutowski (a 
nationall y recognized coach, who works w ith several of the 
very large club Junior programs full time in the summ er and 
coaches at many national level Optimist Regattas)  to run our 
Spring Cli nic. This w ill be open to other clubs and we will be 
expecting 12 ± 15 boats for the weekend.  For BSC Juniors we 
will start on Friday at 1pm to have a ½ day to Review and 
practice saili ng since our long w inter break.  Then on 
Saturday we will  begin the cli nic w ith John joined by other 
sail ors from nearby clubs.  From Saturday noon till Sunday at 
4pm each person w ill need to have a dedicated boat which 
means we will need to li mit the BSC group to the number of 
boats avail able (currently 8).  This all means lots of 
opportunity for great training and saili ng and lots of off the 
water fun for the weekend! 

BSC will have a three day Junior Summer Camp this year 
starting on Saturday morning at 10am, May 29 staying 
overnight till Monday, May 31.  We will conclude on Monday 
w ith Memorial Day Optimist Saili ng Relay Racing and a 
cookout for the sail ors and famili es at 2pm. We will again 
have three instructors to accommodate all skill l evels from 
beginner to advanced racer.  We will li mit group size for 
camp to 24.  Please register early.  Priority w ill be given to 
BSC famili es on registrations received by March 15, 2004.  All 
forms should be sent by May 10, 2004.  We are in hopes of 
having 2 Club 420's to use at camp in addi tion to our 
Optimist.  The 420 is the boat used by high school and coll ege 

saili ng teams.  It has two sail s and is sail ed w ith a skipper and 
one crew.  This w ill be an exciting addi tion to our Junior 
Program. 

There w ill be three or more scheduled BSC Junior Sundays 
for addi tional saili ng and practice time.  If you can not make 
either of the camps but would li ke to participate on the 
Sunday saili ng you can register as a Sunday only.  We must 
have a registration packet including medical forms, release 
and contact information on each Junior participant or they 
w ill not be able to sail .  If you are attending either of the 
camps you can attend the Sundays w ith out completing any 
addi tional forms as I w ill keep them on fil e from the camps. 

Travel regattas are a great way to reall y have fun w ith your 
BSC saili ng friends whil e meeting new saili ng friends.  The 
regattas on the calendar all have green fleet for beginning 
racers as well as the Red, White, Blue fleets for the 
intermediate and advanced sail ors.  You do not have to be a 
great sail or to go a regatta but going to one w ill make you a 
better sail or guaranteed and i t is an awesome way to spend a 
weekend.  You must let me know in advance the regattas you 
w ish to attend i f you plan to use a BSC boat.  For regattas, 
boat priority is to BSC Junior Saili ng Team members then to 
BSC famil y members then to Junior Saili ng program 
members. 

Kent Irw in w ill be organizing a Jun ior Lipton Racing Team 
to compete in the Junior Lipton regatta (see Calendar and 
notice in Hornblower for more detail s).  This w ill be sail ed in 
Flying Scotts and is open to ages 13- 18.  This w ill be a great 
opportunity to learn more about racing, crewing and team 
work. 

We hope to see all our Juniors from 2003 and many new 
Junior Sail ors for a great 2004!   

If you have a friend who would li ke to participate, please 
pass a copy of this information on to them or they can visit 
the club website for all the information, calendar and forms. 
(www .birminghamsaili ngclub.org)  For more information call 
Dianne and Jerry Hart at 823-2945 or Kathaleen and Jack 
Rogers at 979-1831. 

 

  

SPRING LASER CHALLENGE 
MARCH 27, 2004 ��

BIRMINGHAM SAILING CLUB 
 

  

FAIRHOPE
BOAT COMPANY  

 
Regatta Chai rman Contact: Andrew Philli ps,  4486 Vill age Green Dr. Birmingham, AL 35242 loosecannonlaser@msn.com home (205) 
991-3694  Cell (205) 616-3730 

 



 

PPAA GGEE  77    TTHH EEHH OORRNN BBLLOOWWEE    MM AA RRCCHH   22000044  

 

22000044  OOPPTTIIMM IISSTT  LLEEAARRNN  TTOO  SSAAIILL  PPRROOGGRRAAMM   ((AAGGEESS  77--1144))  

March 15, Monday Sign up Priority Deadli ne for Camps 
  
BSC SPRING FLING REGATTA/CLINIC 
  March 26, Friday Begins at 1 pm stay overnight 
  March 27, Saturday  John Gutowsk i Nati onal Coach 
  March 28, Sunday Limit ed space on Sat./Sun. 
   Cli nic ends at 4 pm 
  
April 3 & 4, Sat. & Sun. Wet & Cool Regatta,  
   Fairhope Yacht Club 
  
April 25, Sunday BSC Opti mist Saili ng 2pm to 5pm 
  
May 15 &16, Sat. & Sun. Admiral Farragut Cli nic/ Regatta 
   Concord Yacht Club, Knoxvill e, Tn 
BSC JUNIOR CAM P  
  May 29, Saturday Camp begins 10 am - stay overnight 
  May 30, Sunday  Camp ends at 2 pm wit h famil y 
  May 31, M onday cookout on Memorial Day 
  
June 12 & 13, Sat. & Sun. DIYRA Junior Quarter Finals 

(Ages 14-17) (Laser, 420, Thistle)  
  
June 27, Sunday BSC Opti mist Saili ng 2pm to 5 pm 
  
July 2, 3 & 4  Junior Olympic Saili ng Event 
   Pensacola Yacht Club 

(Optimist, Sunfish, Laser, 420)  
  
July 24 & 25, Sat. & Sun. Jun ior Lipton Cup  
   Team race in Flying Scot ages 13-18 
   Bay Waveland Yacht Club 
  
July 24 thru July 30   USODA Nationals  
   Long Island,  NY 
  
August 22, Sunday BSC Opti mist Saili ng 2pm to 5pm  
  
September 11 & 12, Sat. & Sun. Old Goat Optimist Regatta/ Cli nic 
    Lake Lanier Saili ng Club 
  
September 18, Saturday  Opti mist Laps for Leuk emia 
   Bi rmingham Saili ng Club 
  
October 2 & 3, Sat. & Sun. Wadewitz Regatta, Fairhope Yacht Club 
   and Tennessee Optimist Championship 
   Concord Yacht Club, Knoxvill e, TN 
  
October 10 & 11, Sat. & Sun. USOD A Southeastern 

Championship 
    Lake Lanier Saili ng Club 
  
November 6 & 7, Sat. & Sun. MS State Optimist Championship 
  
December 6, M onday Vestavia Christmas Parade 6:30pm 
  
December 27 thru 30 Orange Bowl Junior Olympic Event 
   Miami, Florida 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New Hornblower Maili ng Policy— 
 

The Board approved changes in the 
mailing policy for the Hornblower, which 
will be implemented in 2004.  Members 
with valid e-mail addresses will no longer 
automatically receive a paper copy of the 
Hornblower.  Those members will receive 
a digital edition via e-mail unless they 
request to continue to receive a mailed 
copy as well.  Current and past editions of 
the Hornblower are also available on the 
club’s website. 

If you have not provided an e-mail 
address, or if your e-mail address has 
changed, please visit the members page 
of  the BSC website and update your 
information.  (If you need assistance 
logging into the members only portion of 
the website notify the webmaster.) 

This change will save on postage and 
printing costs, which will allow for more 
frequent editions.  If you haven’t seen the 
vivid pictures in the digital editions of the 
Hornblower, you are missing a great deal.  
Black and white photos can’t do justice to 
Richard and Elvis, so make sure you 
receive the digital Hornblower via e-mail.  

--Bob Blythe, Editor 
hornblower@birminghamsaili ngclub.org 
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Birmingham Saili ng Club 
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  UUPPCCOOMM IINNGG  RRAACCIINNGG  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE  //  CCOOMM MM IITTTTEEEE    AASSSSIIGGNNMM EENNTTSS    
 
Date Event Fleet Day Event Chair PRO Race Committee 
March 6 Distance Race  All  John Gilliom Clay McClung, Craig & Carol Hoadley 
March 7 Sunday Races Thistle--J/22  Allen Flowers Birch Bowdre, Butch Goldblatt, Dan Henderson 
March 14 Sunday Races   Rob Garrison Grayson Rogers, Hank Cason, Tom Gale 
March 20 Caldwell Cup 

(1 day) 
All Rick Scarborough Pauline Neilson 

Alex Krumdieck 
Dick Miree, Edwin Taylor, George Conners, Donald Sweeney, George 
Taylor, Bob Bamberg 

March 27 Laser Challenge Lasers Rob Garrison Jim Binnings  Bill Berry, Mat Morrow, Robyn Vance 
March 28 Sunday Races Aux  Fred Smith John Cassimus, John Livingston, Tom Shannon 
April 3 J/22 One Day J/22 Bob Blythe Peter Reich Johnny Roberts, Susan Phillips, Morris Phillips 
April 4 Sunday Races Thistle--J/22  David Hardwick John Lonsdale Ecccles, Marion Phillips, Michael Blair 
April 17-18 Ironman 

(2 day) 
All  David Torbert 

Dennis Blass  
Marietta Williams, Jamie Grant, David Williams, Richard Condrey, Duane 
Castaneda, Rick Brewer, Stephen Arnold 

April 25 Sunday Races Aux  Dave Whikehart Eric Schiller, Larry Van Horn, Robert Lehman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTANCE RACE I 
March 6 

Attention ALL FLEETS!!!   While the tendency may be to consider distance racing a “big boat” thing, recent distance race 
winners have included Flying Scots, Thistles, J/22s, and Catamarans.  Also, March should bring good, strong winds that will let 
both heavier and lighter auxiliary boats stretch their legs a bit.  The format has generally been for the race to start to weather, 
then head up river to a turning mark, and finish at a line back near BSC.   The Race Committee is asked to try to get all the 
boats finished in three hours or less.  Skippers’ meeting is at 10:00 AM and the first shape is at 11:00 AM.   Scoring will be on 
the Portsmouth Handicapping system, except that fleets with five or more boat will be scored as fleets.  Afterward, Michael 
Papp has arranged for a chili meal and beverages for all participants.  Awards will follow. 


